
Right Now: the beginning of  the end, and the 

end of  the beginning  

At this point in time 

Here we are, with less than six months to go until the 

official end date of BIOTRACER. The date 31 

December 2010 has loomed in my mind as an 

endpoint. But wait, we have preliminary approval for 

an extension of 12 months. Does that mean we can 

just keep plugging along like we have been until 31 

December 2011? No, not really.  

So what does this mean? And what does the title meanðôthe beginning of the end, and 

the end of the beginningô?  

We are coming to the end of the planned research. By 31 December 2010, all 

Deliverables must be submitted and all Milestones must be achieved.  

Our extension into 2011 will allow BIOTRACER participants to finish up manuscripts 

for submission to journals, órepackageô project results into recommendations and 

guidelines, and disseminate findings to stakeholders through creative means (perhaps 

videos, workshops, industry articles).  

What about after 2011? 

Once the project called BIOTRACER is completed, and the EC has signed off on our 

last report (and payment has been received), the discipline of biotraceability will have 

just begun!  Different groupings of Consortium members have developed to take 

biotraceability research and concepts further through other EC projects as well as 

national and regional projects.  

Besides projects, a book on traceability, including the biotraceability concept, will be 

published in 2011. Perhaps biotraceability will be heard on university campuses as the 

subject of a new class?  

But what does it really mean? 

Oh, and about the title? Well, BIOTRACER, project #036272, is coming to closeðit is 

the beginning of the endðthe last several months. More than 3 and half years ago, you 

started something called BIOTRACER. It was the just the beginning. Where are you 

going to take it now? The óbeginningô is ending, now the fun part starts. How can you 

use what was achieved in the project to improve food safety, security, and consumer 

confidence? How will you be known in the new discipline of biotraceability?.  

jeesk@food.dtu.dk 

BIOTRACER Project 
12 July 2010 Volume 1, Issue 20 

BIOTRACER Project Office 

Mørkhøj Bygade 19 

Building H 

DK-2860 Søborg 

DENMARK 



2011ñThe Year of the Extension Activity 

We know there has been a 

lot of good work done, and 

we just want to make sure 

it is shared with the 

stakeholders.  

Jeffrey Skiby 

jeesk@food.dtu.dk 

A simple request 

In late 2009, the Project 

Office started talking about 

the ôeô word, extension. 

The subject was brought 

up at Steering Committee 

meetings as well as with 

our EC Scientific Officer. 

After receiving approval 

from the Steering 

Committee, the Project 

Office formally requested 

an extension for 

BIOTRACER for 12 

months.  

Our EC Scientific Officer, 

Ciaran Mangan, was 

supportive of our planð

work during the extension 

would focus on 

disseminating results from 

the project, no new 

research would be 

initiated. 

Though we have received 

preliminary approval for 

an extension of 12 months, 

we will not gain official 

approval until we submit 

the Implementation Plan 

for Months 49ð60 (2011).  

The call for proposals 

At the General Meeting in 

Copenhagen at the end of 

March, Solveig Bouquin 

presented information 

regarding the extension 

and what kind of tasks 

would be funded. She also 

put forth a timeline for 

milestones in creating the 

Implementation Plan for 

Months 49ð60 (can be 

found on e-management 

tool).  

At the end of May, 

BIOTRACER partners 

received a call for 

Extension Activity 

Proposals. The emailed 

announcement included 

Solveigôs presentation 

from the General Meeting 

along with a template for 

proposals and a few 

examples. The closing date 

for the proposals was  

11 June 2010.  

The Project Office 

received more than 35 

proposals for Extension 

Activity Tasks. 

The deliverables 

from these tasks 

included 

manuscripts, 

national 

stakeholder 

events, videos, 

workshops and 

interactive 

demonstrations, to 

name a few.  

Over the rest of 

the summer, the 

Project Office, in 

collaboration with 

Chain Leaders, 

will consider the 

proposals to come 

up with a final 

Implementation Plan for 

Months 49ð60. The 

Project Office may be 

contacting those who 

proposed extension 

activities to clarify 

deliverables, work plans 

and/or costs.  

The Project Office would 

like to thank everyone for 

sharing your great ideas. 
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An Update on the BIOTRACER Journal Supplement 

the journal supplement will 

be published (accepted 

papers can be found online 

already). We hope it will 

be published before the 

end of 2010. 

I must say, it is an 

impressive body of work, 

and even more impressive 

with an additional section 

of ôCross-chain Issuesô as 

part of the journal 

supplementða testament 

to your integration! 

Jeffrey Skiby 

jeesk@food.dtu.dk 

óWriting is one of the 

hardest jobs that does not 

involve heavy lifting.ô 

Unknown 

After the General Meeting 

held in Berlin in June 

2009, we launched an 

activity to produce a 

journal supplement, filled 

with everything related to 

BIOTRACER and 

biotraceability. There was 

a call for abstracts, 

submissions, and internal 

reviews.  

I am pleased to share with 

you that approximately 30 

manuscripts were 

submitted to the 

International Journal for 

Food Microbiology in the 

hopes of being published 

in the IJFM BIOTRACER 

Journal Supplement.   

Are we done yet? 

The status of the 

manuscripts are varied 

according to IJFM, 

meaning some are still 

under review, others are 

being revised based on 

reviewer comments, while 

still others have already 

been accepted. 

Unfortunately, we have 

had a couple of 

manuscripts that were not 

accepted for publication in 

this journal.  

Based on the above 

information, I cannot 

harbor a guess as to when 



New Call for Mobility Programme Applications 

Coming Soon 

BIOTRACER would like to highlight a publication in each newsletter. This issueôs 

highlight is   

ôStress and growth rate-related differences between plate count and real-time PCR 

data during growth of Listeria monocytogenesô   

by Reichert-Schwillinsky, F.; Pin, C.; Dzieciol, M.; Wagner, M.; Hein, I. 

Applied and Environmental Microbiology, Vol. 75, Issue 7, pp. 2132ð2138, April 

2009. 

BIOTRACER-related publications are listed on the website 

www.biotracer.org/publications 
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Highlighted Publication 

You did it again! BIOTRACER was rated as a ôgood to excellent projectô, the highest 

rating possible, for the second year in a row. Thanks to the excellent reporting and solid 

presentations made at the EC Review meeting, held 22 March 2010. The results of the 

overall assessment state that ôFor another year a substatial progress was reached in the 

third period of this project.ô 

Our thanks to our external reviewers, Dr. Rohtraud Pichner of the Meat Science Institute 

in Kulmbach, Germany, and Prof. Dr. Roger Stephan of the University of Zurich in 

Zurich, Switzerland.   

EC Review Meeting and 4th General Meeting 

Left Everyone Smiling 

A call for applications to the 4th Round Mobility Programme will be issued at the end of 

August or early September this year. Again, we will offer the opportunity for a ôshorterô 

visit (one week) as well as an extended visit (up to three months). Mobility Grants are a 

great way to learn about how different laboratories function, how research is integrated 

into industry needs, and how your discipline works with and/or complements another 

discipline.  

If you would like more information about the Mobility Programme, or want to be put in 

contact with a previous recipient, contact Skib (jeesk@food.dtu.dk). 

Who are these people and why are they so 

happy? 

Participants of the BIOTRACER EC 

Review Meeting and 4th General Meeting 

say ôhelloô to those who could not make it 

to Copenhagen in March. 


